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Dear Teacher and/or Librarian,

Thank you for hosting me as an author in your school!  The pages that follow are designed to be a “packet” (they are already in the correct order) that you may photocopy and send home with every child who will be involved in this author visit. 

This is a WORD document so that YOU can go through and PERSONALIZE the information for your specific school on the first and last page of the packet (don’t count this page).  I have tried to use the underscore and the parentheses, when possible, to help you see the places where you will need to input information. 

Please be extra careful on the last page in the packet – the order form that parents fill out.  PLEASE BE SURE that you put the PRICE of each book in!!!!  This is so easy to forget to do because it does not stand out like all the information at the bottom of the page does.  I could not put in the book prices because (if you have talked with the publisher reps by now, you know this) you get to decide how much of a discount to pass on to your students.  THUS, you must set the prices for each book.

Also, keep in mind that the final four books on the order list, T is for Teachers: A School Alphabet, Number 1 Teacher, P is for Princess: A Royal Alphabet, and W is for Windy City come from a different publisher (Sleeping Bear Press) than the others, and these books are on a different discount schedule!

There are a variety of reasons that some schools may not be offering all of these titles for sale.  If your school is NOT offering certain titles – remember that you need to remove those books in TWO PLACES – both in the description section AND on the order form sheet.  Otherwise you will have a mess on your hands!  Keep in mind that sometimes parents may want to order books for younger/older siblings, as baby shower gifts, for a birthday or special holiday like Mother’s Day, etc.  Don’t be too quick to rule out books that may interest some people!

Hopefully, a careful 20 minutes on the first and last pages of this packet (do not count this page as the first page) will have you ready to go with a lot of great information to help parents decide which books to order.  I hope this pre-made packet will save you time and help make this visit a bit easier!

Steve Layne


Need to check in with those publishers once again?

Pelican’s phone is  		1-800-843-1724	x 319   for school sales
Sleeping Bear’s phone is	1-800-487-2323	x 8767 for school sales		
										

(DATE)



Dear Parents,

On (day of week and date), author Steven L. Layne will be visiting (name of school).  His appearance will include presentations to (list grade levels or say “all grade levels” if appropriate).  

Steven is an Associate Professor of Education at Judson University in Elgin, IL, as well as an award-winning author of book for children and teenagers.  He also has a beautiful line of gift books for adults.  Steve serves as a keynote speaker at literacy conferences all over the world and visits only a small number of schools each year, so we are very excited to have him joining us!

Attached, you will find a booklist with descriptions of each book that we are offering for sale prior to his visit.  The price of these books is (list percentage of discount you are giving to families if applicable) off the retail price, and there is no tax!  All of the books are hardcover with the exception of the teen novels This Side of Paradise and Mergers, which are available in both hardcover and paperback.

Dr. Layne will be autographing books that have been preordered – so please be sure to fill out an autograph request form for each book purchased, if you want it autographed, and PLEASE PRINT very legibly so that we do not have to guess at correct spelling. 

An author visit is a very exciting event in the life of a school, and we are grateful to (list names, if applicable, of those who supported funding, such as PTO, principal, booster club, etc.) for supporting Steven’s visit.  Book order forms are due back on (day of week and date).

If you have questions about Steven’s visit or the sale of books, please do not hesitate to call me!

Happy Reading,

(name, phone number, e-mail)
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About the Books
Mergers 
[image: mergers]
Dirk and his friends have spent their entire lives in hiding because of their racial identities. Now, they must make a dangerous journey into the past with the hope of restoring the world’s natural timeline and dissolving their engineered society. Each of them has a special power—Nicci, the African Traveler, manipulates time; Mateo, the Hispanic Metamorph, alters his shape; Keiko, the Asian Empath, heals with her hands; and Dirk, the Caucasian Telepath, shares the mind of anyone he chooses.  The plan is that their combined abilities will be enough to defeat the evil Senator Broogue, a man who holds the secret to their merged society and who’s willing to do anything to keep it.  But then . . . things don’t always go as planned.

This Side of Paradise
[image: paradise]
Something wicked this way comes; in this case, it's high schooler Jack Barrett's father, whose inherent drive for perfection has spiraled into a raging obsession ever since he began working for the mysterious Eden Corporation. When his father forcibly relocates the family to Paradise, a village that is literally owned by Eden's enigmatic CEO, Jack uncovers a sinister plot that threatens the lives of everyone he loves. Delving even further into the secrets of the village, he soon learns just how high the price for perfection can be ... and to what lengths some people are willing to go to obtain it.
[image: 9781589805903]
Paradise Lost
The highly anticipated sequel to This Side of Paradise, Layne’s newest thriller offers even more surprises than the first!  When a former wallflower, Chase, starts the new semester as a hunky high schooler, Jack suspects there is something sinister behind his physical transformation.  Jack’s fear increases as one family member goes missing and another is mysteriously poisoned.  He must risk his life to discover the truth before it’s too late.  The compelling plot, complete with twists and turns, makes this novel nearly impossible to put down.
										
[image: love]Love the Baby

“Everywhere we went, everybody told me, ‘Loooove the baby!”
When Baby arrives on the scene, the new big brother’s transition from only child to sibling is not an easy one.  As he pretends to do what family and friends are all suggesting—love the baby—his misery mounts!  But when baby needs a hero in the night, big brother saves the day and discovers, to his great surprise, that he really does love the baby after all.

Share with Brother
[image: 9781589808607]  
The floppy-eared protagonist from Love the Baby is back, and his troubles are mounting! Family members have assured him that his little brother will be lots of fun now that he's getting older, but nobody said anything about sharing...and sharing with brother isn't as easy as everyone thinks. In fact, it's enough to make our furry hero completely lose his cool. But when brother becomes sick and perhaps even lonely, his older sibling races to the rescue. Along the way, he learns just how good it feels to give-and that sometimes sharing comes with a catch!

Stay with Sister                
[image: 9781455615230]When a precocious little sister joins his family, Big Brother relies on his history of next-to-sterling success in managing sibling relationships to assure him he will be a lot of help.  Sister, however, talks all the time AND she plays with boring toys!  Little sisters can become hurt, afraid or even lost, but his family knows just the right rabbit to fill that supervisory role.  Soon, “stay with Sister” becomes the family mantra.  The question is…could “stay with Sister” turn into “play with sister”?  Maybe…so long as nobody finds out! 

[image: dansdeli]My Brother Dan's Delicious
This tasty tale offers young readers a marvelous suggestion for dealing with those hungry monsters drooling with anticipation underneath the bed - offer up your older sibling as the late-night snack! When Joey is left home alone for the first time, he senses the presence of something smacking its slithery lips in the closet, he hears a great stomach growling underneath the bed, and he sees a giant shadow lurking just outside on the back porch. All of these things can only mean that there's a monster on the lookout for a magnificent meal! What will this precocious boy (voted most interesting show-and-tell speaker for three years running) do to stay off of the monster's dinner plate? 
[image: sheepg]
Thomas's Sheep and the Great Geography Test

A little boy named Thomas and his unusual sheep take a whirlwind trip around the world in this story. Anxious about his teacher's Great Geography Test tomorrow, Thomas has trouble sleeping. He tries and tries, but he just cannot fall asleep. In come the sheep to the rescue! They help Thomas prepare for the big test by traveling to countries around the globe. Mischief follows this crazy crew as they see the world from A to Z, doing everything from acting in Australia to zigzagging through Zimbabwe in this alphabet book adventure.

Thomas's Sheep and the Spectacular Science Project
[image: sheeps]
Thomas's zany sheep are at it again in this companion to Steve's first picture book. This time, Thomas's friends travel the solar system to help him learn enough to prepare a Spectacular Science Project for his teacher, Mr. Lunar. Join the fabulous foursome as they take readers on another hysterical journey, visiting every planet in the galaxy before returning home. A nonfiction fact about each planet is blended into this hilarious fictional tale and the artwork, produced digitally, washes the pages in wonderful colors and heightens the antics of Thomas's Sheep . . . on the loose once more! 
[image: 9781589805859]
Teachers’ Night Before Halloween

It’s the day before Halloween, and goblins, princesses, and warriors are running wild. The teachers are fighting to maintain control, but the pre-Halloween celebrations aren’t the worst of it. On Halloween Day, there is the annual student parade where ghosts, ghouls, fairies, and pirates take over the school. It’s mayhem across the school this year, and the teachers are in for the biggest trick-or-treat of their careers. 

The Teachers' Night Before Christmas
[image: teacher]
Nothing compares to the excitement of children as Christmas approaches. Imagine the havoc in classrooms across the country on the last days of school before the holiday! This twist on the Christmas classic will delight teachers and students everywhere. The traditional trappings of school - the Christmas pageant, a visit to the local nursing home, holiday crafts, and the room mothers' party - all end in chaos, while the teachers struggle to maintain order, and after school, get their own shopping done. In a whimsical touch, Santa Claus appears to present a solution to all teachers' Christmas woes. 

The Principal's Night Before Christmas
[image: principal]
This humorous companion to The Teachers’ Night Before Christmas finds Santa making yet another stop in his flying school bus on Christmas Eve! Having just left the teachers at the mall, Santa finds the light on inside a school building and stops by to find poor Principal Swell completely overwrought. He’s got state testing forms to fill out, bus routes to unknot, discipline problems to handle, crazed parents to manage, and broken equipment to get fixed for his teachers! Santa, though, has a way of putting things in perspective with a few observations of his own. The story will make principals smile, but it’s a must for every teacher’s classroom as well - because they all know there’s nothing funnier than the truth! 


Preacher’s Night Before Christmas
[image: preach]
The Christmas Eve service is about to be performed at Spring Lane Creek Church, yet the last-minute rehearsal reveals several glitches. Poor Pastor McDougall finds himself in the middle of arguments, tears, and temper tantrums from his congregation. Between disagreements over the perfect child to play baby Jesus, the choir’s dislike of their robes, and the copy machine’s breakdown, even the most faithful have become frustrated. Luckily, Saint Nick is on the way, prepared to gently remind everyone what Christmas is really all about.

Over Land and Sea: A Story of International Adoption
[image: landsea]
Driven by love, nourished by hope, and sustained by faith, thousands of families travel over land and sea each year to adopt children internationally. This timeless story transcends geographical and cultural boundaries and portrays the enchantment that accompanies the welcoming of a new family member. The diversity of children from all over the world is visible with every turn of the page in this heartwarming tale that reminds readers that we are all more alike than different. Inspired by personal experience, Steven L. Layne's gentle verse combines with Jan Bower's captivating oil portraits to create an excellent story for reading aloud as well as a powerful remembrance for those who have traversed the miles and experienced the wonder of international adoption for themselves.

Verses for Mom's Heart
[image: 9781589803206]
From skinned knees to broken hearts, from birthdays to wedding days - mothers provide the protection, guidance, inspiration, and love that offer us hope for the future. This beautifully illustrated collection of poems resonates with the voices of children, teens, and adults, reminding readers of the incomparable role mothers play in our lives. 
As with their best-selling companion title Verses for Dad's Heart, Layne and Klinger have again crossed the boundaries of age, race, and gender in verse and illustration - creating a book in which every mother can find her best reflection. 




[image: dad]Verses for Dad's Heart

With stubborn love and sage advice, fathers provide a special guidance that is essential whether we are two, twelve, or twenty years old. Writing in the voice of children who grow older as the pages turn, award-winning author Steven L. Layne's verses are filled to overflowing the humor and heart -- reminding readers of the legacy that is fostered in a father's unconditional love. 


[image: ]T is for Teachers: A School Alphabet
Now students of every age can get a first-rate education from behind the scenes of a place they spend plenty of time – SCHOOL! Written in a two-tier format with rhyming text for beginning readers and detailed expository text for older students, T is for Teachers provides a guided A-Z tour through a school day. Every person involved in making a school run efficiently is included and honored in this beautifully illustrated picture book. Husband-and-wife writing team Steve and Debbie Layne make learning about school as easy as A-B-C in their first joint effort in publishing! 

[image: P is for Princess BEST cover]P is for Princess:  A Royal Alphabet
From Princess Aurora in Sleeping Beauty to the wisdom of King Ulysses, will it be fact or fiction that piques your interest? Any reader, royal or not, is sure to enjoy turning the pages of this alphabetic journey while traveling through time and around the world. Perrault’s famous characters, Princess Diana, and King Arthur’s knights are explained and illustrated in all of their glory!


[image: Number One Teacher]Number 1 Teacher: A School Counting Book
Number One Teacher: A School Counting Book is the companion to the 2005 award-winning title T is for Teachers: A School Alphabet. Written in a two-tiered format with rhyming text for beginning readers and detailed exposition for older students, Number One Teacher both shows and tells readers about the two geographic poles, the three states of matter, gold rush fever and the 49ers, as well as the beloved 100th day of school! Steve and Debbie Layne's winning combination of poetry and prose is something their fans have learned to count on, and this title is no exception. Illustrator Doris Ettlinger's vibrant watercolor paintings serve as a perfect backdrop.

W is for Windy City
[image: W Is For Windy CIty]
Welcome to the Windy City - America's beloved Chicago! From the visuals at the Art Institute to traveling the Loop on the "El" train, the opportunities are endless. Clever poems and accompanying exposition provide little-known details as well as in-depth facts about Illinois' largest city. Whether you are a Chicagoan or a visitor, W is for Windy City will leave you not only entertained, but also impressed with all that this dynamic city has to offer. 
 Book Order Form for Steven Layne School Visit

Student’s Name________________________Teacher’s name_____________________________

Title							Price		# of Copies		Total Cost

Mergers (Paperback)					$               	     _____		$

Mergers (Hardcover)					$               	     _____		$

This Side of Paradise (Paperback)			$               	     _____		$

This Side of Paradise (Hardcover)			$               	     _____		$

Paradise Lost (Hardcover)				$		     _____		$

Thomas’s Sheep and the Great Geography Test	$               	     _____		$

Thomas’s Sheep and the Spectacular Science Project	$               	     _____		$

My Brother Dan’s Delicious	            		$               	     _____		$

Verses For Dad’s Heart				$               	     _____		$	

Verses For Mom’s Heart				$               	     _____		$

The Teachers’ Night Before Christmas		$               	     _____		$

The Principal’s Night Before Christmas		$               	     _____		$

Preacher’s Night Before Christmas			$					$

Over Land and Sea					$               	     _____		$

Love the Baby						$               	     _____		$

Share with Brother					$               	     _____		$

Stay with Sister					$		     _____		$

Teachers’ Night Before Halloween			$               	     _____		$

T is for Teachers: A School Alphabet		$               	     _____		$
P is for Princess:  A Royal Alphabet			$               	     _____		$
Number 1 Teacher: A School Counting Book	$               	     _____		$
W is for Windy City: A Chicago Alphabet 		$               	     _____		$


								Quantity     ______	  Total $______
Please return this form and the autograph form to (insert event coordinator’s name here) by (insert due date here, at least 2 weeks in advance of event). Checks can be made payable to (insert school or organization name here). 
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