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This Study Guide Includes: 
* Writing and Reading Workshop * Word Sort *  

Persuasive Writing Graphic Organizer * Monster Art *  
The Apostrophe Connection 

 
Thematic Connection 

Explore the thematic connection between Steven L. Layne’s book, 
My Brother Dan’s Delicious and Chris Van Allsburg’s,  Zathura  

Study Guide created 
by 

Jill Cole, Ed.D. 
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THEMATIC CONNECTION 
A theme is a big idea developed in a story. My Brother Dan’s Delicious contains 
the theme of brotherly antagonism changing to brotherly warmth. Another 
book with a similar theme is Zathura, the sequel to Jumanji by Chris Van 
Allsburg. Read both books and compare and contrast. Why do the brothers’ 
feelings change in each book? 
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Other titles by 
Steven L. Layne 

from Pelican Publishing Co. 
 
 

Thomas’s Sheep and the Great  
Geography Test 

Illustrated by Perry Board 
� Alphabet book   � Alliteration  
� Study guide available 

Grades K-4 
ISBN: 1-56554-274-6  $14.95 

 

 
 

The Teachers’ Night Before Christmas 
Illustrated by James Rice 

� Poetry 
� IRA-CBC Children’ s Choice title 

� Study guide available 
� Story for all ages 

ISBN: 1-56554-833-7   $14.95 
 
 
  

This Side of Paradise 
� Hal Clement Award Winner 

 � Young Adult Science Fiction 
� Utopian Society 

� Study guide available � Grades 6-12 
ISBN: 1-58980-096-6  $15.99 
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